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Causes of the Civil War

Harriet Beecher Stowe and Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Aim: Why was Harriet Beecher Stowe called “The little woman who started the Great War”?

Do Now: Read and annotate the following questions. When you are finished, we will watch the video clip on Harriet Beecher Stowe and answer the questions.

1. What did a 22-year old Harriet Beecher Stowe witness in Kentucky that changed her life?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What influence did the Fugitive Slave Law have on Stowe and her family?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

3. After the runaway slave showed up at her house, what was Stowe inspired to do?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What influence did Uncle Tom’s Cabin have on the United States? How did Stowe accomplish this?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Upon meeting Harriet Beecher Stowe, President Lincoln said, “So you’re the little woman who started this Great War.” Today we will investigate why.
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Directions: Read the following quotes from Uncle Tom’s Cabin. After you read, make a claim about Stowe’s message in each of the quotes.

	Uncle Tom’s Cabin quote
	Claim-What is Stowe’s message?

	1. George Harris, a slave, speaks to his wife Eliza…

"I won't be taken Eliza; I'll diefirst! I'll be free or I'll die!" 
	

	2. Mrs. Bird is married to a politician and speaks about the Fugitive Slave Law that forbids citizens to help runaway slaves…

"Now, John, I don't know anything about politics, but I can read my Bible; and there I see that I must feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and comfort the desolate; and that Bible I mean to follow." 
	

	3. The speaker is Marie St. Clare, a slave owner. Mammy is one of her slaves…

"But as to putting them on any sort of equality with us, you know, as if we could be compared, why, it' impossible! Now, St. Clare rally has talked to me as if keeping Mammy from her husband was like keeping me from mine.  There's no comparing in this way.  Mammy couldn't have the feelings that I should.  It's a different thing altogether, - of course, it is, - and yet St. Clare pretends not to see it.  And just as if Mammy could lover her little dirty babies as much as I love Eva!"
	

	4. Miss Ophelia did not support the institution of slaver, but speaks about a child slave named Topsy…

"I've always had a prejudice against negroes, and it's a fact, I never could bear to have that child touch me; but, I didn't think she knew it."
	

	5. Legree is Tom’s third owner and he is speaking to Tom in this passage…
"Well, I'll soon have that out of you.  I have none o' yer bawling, praying singeing niggers on my place; so remember.  Now, mind yourself,' he said with a stamp and a fierce glance of his gray eye, directed at Tom, 'I'm your church now! You understand,- you've got to be as I say.'"
	


Answer the aim question: Why was Harriet Beecher Stowe called “The little woman who started the Great War”?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________






